
2010 WEST ORANGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

TOP LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Supports…

· Any legislation that creates or reinstates Economic Development Incentives or stimulus packages that positively impact West Orange County.  

· HB 697 and SB 1430  - Legislation that revises entertainment industry financial incentive program to provide corporate income tax & sales & use tax credits to qualified entertainment entities rather than reimbursements from appropriations to recruit and retain film and television to areas like Central Florida and West Orange County.  
EDUCATION
Supports…
· Legislation that will immediately increase funding to accelerate excellence in education in all areas including teachers’ pay, capital expenditures and educational materials, to above the national average.  
· Expanding Corporate Income Tax credits for education to all donations to local education foundations that serve public schools.  

· Continued funding for the highly successful “2+2 Partnership Program” that UCF has in collaboration with Valencia Community College.

· The permanent school wide average amending the Class Size Reduction Amendment requirement.  This revision would make the Class Size Reduction Amendment more flexible and less detrimental to the budget.

· Maintain full funding in the 2010-11 budget, and as needed going forward in future budgets, for the University of Central Florida's (UCF) College of Medicine and the Florida International University's 
    (FIU) College of Medicine and full funding for the Facilities Matching Grants Program.
Opposes…

· Unfunded or under funded mandates. 

GOVERNANCE AND GOVERNMENT SYSTEMS

Opposes…

· Any state or federal legislation that unduly infringes on the right to operate a business and establish economically sound workplace policies including changes to the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA) and Public Employee Relations Commission (PERC) as it relates to secret-ballot elections for use in determining Union representation.  
HEALTHCARE

Supports…

· Legislation providing specific funding for Level One Trauma Centers via citations from camera-based traffic enforcement programs, consistent with what is already in place from fines collected for red light running violations through other mediums, providing that the governing municipalities receive sufficient revenue to cover the direct cost of the program.

· Appropriate and adequate Medicaid funding for all healthcare providers while maximizing federal Medicaid matching funds.
· Initiatives to reduce the number of uninsured and underinsured citizens.  
JUVENILE JUSTICE
Supports…
· Any legislation stating that the court has exclusive power to determine appropriate dispositions of juvenile offenders.  
· Legislation that addresses funding issues for prevention of juvenile crime and funding to better manage placement and treatment of existing juvenile offenders.  Each county should be permitted to create a juvenile crime prevention fund through assessment of additional court costs.  
INSURANCE
Supports…

· Efforts to protect the business community from the unsustainable financial burden of an increase in Florida’s unemployment compensation tax rates. 
TRANSPORTATION

Supports…

· Proposed legislation to ban public transit operators from using cellular, mobile or wireless devises (including headsets) when operating a public transit vehicle.  This priority is tied to proposed federal legislation- the Avoiding Life Endangering and Reckless texting (ALERT) Act – which would withhold 25% of federal transportation funding from states without a law to restrict texting while driving.  


